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A New Chapter for the City's Punk Playhouse
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Hilly Kristal (far left) in front of his club, CBGB, in 1987.

Grown from new roots planted deep in New York's musical firmament, the inaugural
CBGB Festival will run from Thursday through Sunday and feature some 300 bands at
approximately 40 venues around town, as well as a thorough-going film series, a talk-
intensive conference (including a keynote by Nirvana bassist Krist Novoselic), and even a
whiskey-focused "spirits festival." All of it was marshaled by a group of local organizers
who recently acquired rights to the CBGB brand—established at the storied punk club
that thrived on the Bowery from 1973 to 2006—with plans to cultivate it as something
more than a historical enterprise.

With that in mind, the lineup for the CBGB Festival focuses on a mix of older acts with
ties to the club's heritage (Agnostic Front, Cro-Mags) and younger groups (the Pains of
Being Pure at Heart, the Men) that probably would have played CBGB on their way up
had the option been available. In addition to settings already familiar to local rock fans,
part of the festival will take place at a free multi-stage outdoor event in Times Square on
Saturday.

In the midst of rampant planning, three of
the festival's organizers—producers Tim
Hayes and Joe D'Urso and bookings
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Festival organizers Louise Parnassa Staley and Tim
Hayes.

director Louise Parnassa Staley—spoke
with the Journal about exhuming the past,
maintaining a legacy, and a plan to
expand by way of a new outfit, CBGB
Concert Productions.

Some fans of CBGB may be concerned
that this festival has little to do with the
original, iconic venue. But you all have
strong connections to the club.

Tim Hayes: Louise was the general
manger there for 20 years. Joe played

there and went there all the time. My wife was a talent agent who was the last agent to

represent the Ramones.

Louise Parnassa Staley: [The club's late founder, Hilly Kristal] had a label, a radio station,
a canteen, a gallery. He wanted to be big, too. It wasn't just a club with a capacity of 350.

It was global.
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The Pains of Being Pure at Heart will play the CBGB
Music Festival.

Ms. Parnassa Staley: We're responsible for it.

Kristal's daughter, Lisa Kristal
Burgman, had planned to auction off
the rights to the brand after her father
died in 2007. Why did she sell them to
you instead?

Mr. Hayes: The East Village was and is a
small community. Lisa is a friend, and she
called and said she got control of the
estate again and wanted it to go to the
right person. She didn't want it to just go
to the highest bidder. It wasn't about
money; it was about carrying the club and
the name on in the tradition that she felt
like her father would want. My interview
with her lasted a year, almost daily. She
wanted to make sure we weren't going to
put the CBGB logo on Burger King cups.

Mr. D'Urso: We feel like part of our jobs is
to be curators here. Not that it's a
museum piece, but it is a slice of rock 'n'
roll history.

Mr. Hayes: We've got virtually everything. Everybody knew it was important and worth
saving. We have all the contents of the original venue. Some people have the

misconception that we're going to try to re-create it. We'll never re-create a moment in
time; we couldn't reassemble it like a puzzle. But we can give some of it a second life.

How will that come to fruition?

Enlarge Image

CBGB
Agnostic Front also playing the festival.

Mr. Hayes: We want a club on the Lower
East Side. The downfall of the original
location was a landlord dispute, and we
don't want to fall victim to that. There are
fewer buildings for sale than you would
think. If we wanted to rent a spot, it would
go much quicker. But we want to own.
That might happen soon, it might take a
few years. We're also focused on making
this festival a big annual event for New

I~y
Daughters of
Formula 1's Bernie
Ecclestone Spend

'The Girl From
Ipanema' Turns 50
Martin Murder 01:45

$150 Million for T... Case

Evidence Released
in Florida Trayvon

Most Popular

Read Emailed Video Commented

1. Opinion: A Vast New Taxing Power
2. Physicists Nearer to Key Clue to Universe

3. Get Ready for the New Investment Tax

4. Glaxo in $3 Billion Settlement

5. Opinion: Michael Boskin: Obama and '"The Wealth of
Nations'

Most Read Articles Feed

Real- R R 1 York

Weather Journal: A Hot Fourth of July
Mother Nature may provide some fireworks of her
own this July 4 as record-challenging heat resumes
across the tri-state.

The NFL has added new flexibility to a controversial
policy that New Yorkers haven't encountered in
decades: broadcast blackouts for the home team.

After Chapter 11, Long Island Developer Gets Another
Shot with Luxury Hotel

Radio Spot Challenges Sugary Drink Ban
Rangel's Rival Questions Vote Tally

See All
RSS Feed

Job Opportunities

Researcher - NERA Economic Consulting

Title Examiner - Title Officer for Residential Title Agency -
CyberCoders

Senior Digital Designer Digital - ESPN

Senior Network Operations Engineer - Cisco Partner -
BlueWater Communications Group

keyword city, state, zip

MORE JOBS AND CAREER NEWS
Finance Jobs | Technology Jobs | Sales & Marketing Jobs

FINS for Employers & Recruiters » POST A

JOB

More in New York-Culture
A New Chapter for the City's Punk Playhouse

Getting Around Greater New York


http://online.wsj.com/public/page/most_popular.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303561504577496603068605864.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502840454350270.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304830704577496580986417316.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702303561504577494382148546066.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://online.wsj.com/rss?mod=fpp_rss
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/07/02/weather-journal-a-hot-fourth-of-july/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/07/02/new-york-is-immune-to-nfls-seat-scramble/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/07/02/after-chapter-11-long-island-developer-gets-another-shot-with-luxury-hotel/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/07/02/radio-spot-challenges-sugary-drink-ban/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/2012/07/02/rangels-rival-questions-vote-tally/?mod=WSJBlog&mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://blogs.wsj.com/metropolis/feed?mod=WSJ_NY_NY_Blog
http://live.wsj.com/video/sisters-spend-150-million-for-two-houses/202CFC67-86BC-4451-885D-2E788A463051.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://live.wsj.com/video/sisters-spend-150-million-for-two-houses/202CFC67-86BC-4451-885D-2E788A463051.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://live.wsj.com/video/evidence-released-in-trayvon-martin-murder-case/036DFFA3-38E5-40F3-A6F8-40E38876E857.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://live.wsj.com/video/evidence-released-in-trayvon-martin-murder-case/036DFFA3-38E5-40F3-A6F8-40E38876E857.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://live.wsj.com/video/the-girl-from-ipanema-turns-50/FA2D5718-6F37-4BE4-B205-64E1C9048E3C.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://live.wsj.com/video/the-girl-from-ipanema-turns-50/FA2D5718-6F37-4BE4-B205-64E1C9048E3C.html?mod=wsj_article_tboright
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502892996842980.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostRead
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502892996842980.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostEmailed
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502892996842980.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostPopularVideo
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304211804577502892996842980.html?mod=googlenews_wsj#mostPopular_mostCommented
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304299704577502642401041730.html?mod=WSJ_hp_mostpop_read
http://www.fins.com/?reflink=djm_modulewsj_widgetjobs_wsjnya
http://recruiter.fins.com/?reflink=djm_modulewsj_widgetjobs_wsjnya
http://recruiter.fins.com/?reflink=djm_modulewsj_widgetjobs_postwsjnya
http://www.fins.com/?reflink=djm_modulewsj_widgetjobs_wsjnya

York and for ourselves, but we don't
necessarily want to wait a year every time for it to come around. So we want to be in the
concert production business. We want to make a lot of noise. One of the ways is to keep
this festival going.

How did you hit on the idea of a sprawling festival?

Mr. Hayes: In our minds, New York deserves to have a bigger festival in this respect.
We're not competing with big festivals on Governors Island and Randall's Island. We're
more club-based, street-level, ground-level.

Mr. D'Urso: | like "free." The Times Square show is free. It's not easy to do. There's
something very cool about being to give people a show like that. It's very New York, and
working on CBGB's is as New York as you can get.

Mr. Hayes: When | moved to New York 20 years ago, there were big conferences and
festivals for young and new bands. But it feels like Austin stole most of that. South By
Southwest is incredible, nobody will touch that. But New York should have something big,
too.

When was the first time each of you went to CBGB?

Mr. Hayes: | remember much better the last night | was there. I've never admitted this
before, but on closing night | overtipped the bartender on every drink so she would let me
keep the glass. | filled up my pockets and walked home with a set of 12 glasses from
CBGB, and an ice scooper. | was paying like $20 a drink so | could keep the glasses and
was clinking on my way out the door. Then | sat outside; | didn't want to leave.

Ms. Parnassa Staley: My sister took me. She was in medical school and had this crazy
boyfriend who wanted to be a doctor and a punk-rock singer.

Mr. D'Urso: The day | played there the first time was the same day | met Leonard Cohen
for the first time. | bumped into him in a Roy Rogers in Midtown. | didn't usually bother
people, but | went up and told him my band was playing at CBGB that night and that |
was nervous. He put down whatever he was eating, grabbed my hand, patted me on the
cheek and said, "Don't worry, you're going to be OK tonight." | felt like | was blessed by
the Pope or something.
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